
ACTIVITY: Bathing 
CASE: GSAF 1837.01.17 
DATE: Wednesday January 
17, 1837 
LOCATION: The incident 
took place in the Macleay 
River, 50 miles from the 
harbour, New South Wales, 
Australia.   
30ºS, 153ºE 
 
NAME: Alfred Australia Howe 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 12-
year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, 
January 14, 1837 
ENVIRONMENT: The Macleay River 
flows into the sea at Trial Bay, 386 
kilometres north of Sydney. 
DEPTH OF WATER: “Shallow” 
TIME: Evening 
 
NARRATIVE: Whilst washing his feet 
in shallow water on the banks of the 
river in charge of a man-servant he 
was “suddenly seized by a large shark 
… and dragged into the current. The 
man rushed in, grasping the boy at 
the hazard of his own life and pulled 
him out of the monster’s mouth and 
swam to land just as the fish pursued them furiously to shore. The effusion of blood was 
instantly stopped, but symptoms of mortification exhibited themselves. The surgeon ordered 
his removal to Port Macquarie for amputation of the limb, but death terminated his 
sufferings by lock-jaw in a litter on the road.”  
 
INJURY: His calf was bitten by the shark and he subsequently died of tetanus.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified 
 
NOTE:  Sharpe notes that Alfred Howe was the grandson of the first Government Printer 
and the son of the owner of the Sydney Gazette, Robert Howe, who died in a boating 
accident in Sydney Harbor eight years earlier when he tried to save young Alfred from 
drowning. 
 
SOURCES:  The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Saturday January 28, 
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Mrs A.G.Foster has quoted (Roy. Aust. Historical Soc. Jour. & Proc. X, Pt.2, 1924, p.117) from the 
Sydney Gazette of January 31, 1837, an account of the death on January 17, 1837, of Alfred 
Australia Howe aged 12 years. The second son of the late Robert Howe who was the second 
Government Printer and was drowned off Fort Macquarie on January 29, 1829. Whilst washing his 
feet in shallow water on the banks of the stream (the McLeay River) in charge of a man-servant he 
was “suddenly seized by a large shark nearly 50 miles from the harbour and dragged into the 
current. The man rushed in, grasping the boy at the hazard of his own life and pulled him out of 
the monster’s mouth and swam to land just as the fish pursued them furiously to shore. The 
effusion of blood was instantly stopped, but symptoms of mortification exhibited themselves. The 
surgeon (p73) ordered his removal to Port Macquarie for amputation of the limb, but death 
terminated his sufferings by lock-jaw in a litter on the road.” Eight years before he had been 
miraculously saved when his father was drowned by the upsetting of a boat off Pinchgut  
 
SOURCE: Coppleson Archives,  1223/13, Item 1 Miscellaneous/Letters relating to publications: 
[Ref notes page 20], page 71 Injuries from fishes. Shark bite and tetanus 

1837, page 2; Proceedings of the Royal Australian Historical Society, I, Part 2, 1924; G.P. 
Whitley (1940) The Fishes of Australia, Part 1, page 14; Victor M. Coppleson (1933); 
Coppleson Archives’ The Living Age, Volume 19 Issue 240 (December 23, 1848), page  
548; Alan Sharpe, page 87. 
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The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, 
Tuesday January 31, 1837, page 3 
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GSAF 
1841.03.28 

GSAF 1837.01.17? 
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